
THE GLASSY WATERS OF PARADISE BAY REFLECT 
THE ROCKY RIDGE OF BRYDE ISLAND OFF THE WEST 
COAST OF THE ANTARCTIC PENINSULA (TOP).

including a factory for processing whale blub-
ber and large storage tanks for the oil. At its 
peak, the station was a busy place, with whal-
ing ships arriving regularly to unload catches.

However, the whaling industry began to 
decline in the 1930s due to overfishing and 
international regulations aimed at protect-
ing whale populations. The Deception Island 
station ceased operations in 1931 and was 
abandoned, leaving behind rusting machinery, 
decaying buildings, and other remnants of its 
industrial past.

The isolation of the penin-
sula is humbling, offering 
a rare chance to experi-
ence nature in its most 
raw and untouched form.

Today, these ruins serve as a sobering reminder 
of the exploitation of Antarctic marine life, 
contrasting sharply with the island’s natu-
ral beauty and current status as a scientific 
research and environmental conservation site.

BRANSFIELD STRAIT 

As you continue from Deception Island to the 
Antarctic Peninsula, you’ll pass through the 
Bransfield Strait before reaching the Palmer 
Archipelago and the western part of Graham 
Land along the peninsula. The Bransfield 
Strait feeds into the Southern Ocean and the 
Drake Passage funnels through the channel 
with tremendous force. Prevailing winds flow 
fully through the strait, causing the seas to 
be choppy and often violent. After the roughly 
60-nautical-mile crossing, you’ll arrive along 
mainland Antarctica. 

PRIMAVERA BASE

Established in 2001, Primavera Base is an 
Argentine research station on the Antarctic 

Peninsula’s northeastern coast. The base’s 
main purpose is to support scientific research 
in various fields, including glaciology, biology, 
and meteorology. It operates year-round, with 
a focus on environmental monitoring and cli-
mate studies. The base is part of Argentina’s 
broader commitment to Antarctic research 
and conservation, guided by the Antarctic 
Treaty System.

CUVERVILLE ISLAND

Cuverville Island is a small yet captivating 
island off the coast of the Antarctic Peninsula. 
Its main attraction is a large colony of gentoo 
penguins, offering visitors a rare chance to 
observe these fascinating creatures in their 
natural habitat. With its stunning views of 
glaciers and mountains, Cuverville Island 
is a highlight of any Antarctic adventure. 
In calm weather, small vessels can anchor 
off the beach, though the ground holding 
is poor, and large icebergs frequently drift 
through the bay. Instead of anchoring, con-
sider taking a dinghy ashore to explore the 
penguin colony while your vessel drifts in 
the expansive bay.

BROWN STATION 

Brown Station, an Argentine research out-
post, is perched on the shore of Paradise Bay 
with anchorages in both the north and south. 
Named after William Brown, a key figure in 
the founding of the Argentine Navy, the sta-
tion was established in 1951 on the Sanavirón 
Peninsula. While it originally operated as a 
permanent base, today it’s only active during 
the summer months and focuses on scientific 
research. The work conducted here has made 
notable contributions across various fields, 
with the Argentine Antarctic Institute pub-
lishing over 100 scientific papers. Researchers 
at Brown Station delve into diverse topics, 
from biology and oceanography to glaciology,  
geophysics, ozone monitoring, and iono-
spheric observations, pushing the boundaries 
of our understanding of this remote part of 
the world.
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