THE GREAT BARRIER REEF
(AUSTRALIA)

The Great Barrier Reef is the largest coral reef in the world. It is more than 1,243 miles
(2,000 kilometers) long. Corals are not plants, rather they are cnidarians (like jellyfish).
They consist of many small animals called polyps, which make colonies. If you look at the
Great Barrier Reef in its entirety, you could say it is the largest creature in the world.
The reef was formed over a hundred thousand years through the accumulation of countless
coral skeletons. The algae that settle on the corals cause them to glow in lots of different
colors. Coral reefs tend to develop just below sea level as they need sunlight to grow.
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WHAT A COINCIDENCE!

The story goes that Captain James Cook was the first
European to discover the Great Barrier Reef in 1770
when he ran aground on the reef with his ship Endeavour.
Of course, the Indigenous people of Australia knew
about the reef long before he did. Searching for a way
out, the crew of the Endeavour explored the fascinating
underwater world and then stripped their ship of
goods and weapons to lighten its load, allowing them
to enter an estuary and continue on their journey.
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