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THE EVOLUTION OF THE BEAUTY IDEAL HOW DID BEAUTY COME TO BE?

LEFT 
The nautilus shell grows 
larger on each spiral by 
Phi (approximately 
1.618), a mathematical 
ratio first proposed by 
the Greek mathemati­
cian Euclid as a means 
to sum up beauty.

RIGHT 
A watercolor illustration 
of the yellow crowned 
heron from The Birds  
of America, a book by 
naturalist and painter 
John James Audubon 
that was published  
in sections between 
1827 and 1838.


