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Whale sharks have a layer of dermal
denticles covering their eyeballs.
This helps protect their eyes from
being scratched. Whale sharks
can also pull their eyeballs deep
into their heads.
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Filter feeding

The whale shark lives in the
warm waters of tropical
oceans around the world.

It feeds on creatures such as
small plants, fish, and squid.
It swims along slowly with its

A whale shark’s
jaws can open more than
5 feet (1.5 meters) wide.
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Length: 40 feet (12 meters)

Mass: 15 tons (14 tonnes)
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