Were all dinosaurs ferocious?

When you think about dinosaurs, the first thing that comes to mind

might be the fearsome Tyrannosaurus rex or cunning Velociraptor.
But thousands of very different types of dinosaurs lived together
in a vast ecosystem.

The food web

Allliving things in one area work together to create a community
called an ecosystem. Plants provide food for insects and small
animals, which are then eaten by bigger creatures, who are, in turn,
eaten by even bigger animals. This is called a food web.

Tyrannosaurus rex

Scary?

Even though not all dinosaurs

were scary, some definitely were!
The name Tyrannosaurus rex means
“tyrant lizard,” and it got this name
because it ruled the Cretaceous
landscape with its enormous teeth
and fearsome claws.

At the top of the food web are apex
predators (the tertiary consumers).
This is what we call creatures that prey
on other animals, but don’t have any
predators of their own. Tyrannosaurus
rex and Velociraptor are both
examples of apex predators.
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Secondary consumers, including
herbivorous and omnivorous
dinosaurs, feed on plants and
primary consumers.

Triceratops
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When animals die, their bodies
gradually break down in the
earth. This process is called
decomposition. The nutrients
from their bodies are then
released into the soil, feeding

the plants that grow there.

The smallest animals,
who mostly feed on
plants, are called primary
consumers. These include
small mammals, like the
shrew-like Morganucodon,
and insects.

Plants get energy
from the Sun and feed
on nutrients in the soil.
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