Flight of the Seagull

After Gagarin’s flight, the
enthusiastic skydiver Valentina
Tereshkova also wanted to try her
hand at being a cosmonaut. At only
26, and just one year after finishing
training, she journeyed for three
days into space and circled the
Earth 48 times. To this day, she
remains the only woman to have
traveled solo into space.

Tereshkova’s call sign was
Chaika, which is the Russian
word for “seagull.”

Into the void

Russian cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin came
from a simple farming background
before becoming world-famous as the
first human to travel into space. In 1961,
he flew around the world in 108 minutes
in his spaceship, the Vostok 1.

A stroll in Space

Russian Alexei Leonov was
the first person to leave
their spacecraft. Attached
by a single cord, he spent

12 minutes floating in space.
After this mission, he was
due to travel to the Moon,
but the project was canceled
after astronauts from the
U.S. space program reached
it first.






