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material (trees,

plants, flowers,

etc.) that grows in

the wild, humans This explains why several plant
collect 550 Ib. of it species are in danger of

to make food and disappearing in the near future.
clothing, or to heat, One example of this is wild
build, and decorate orchids, which are harder and
their homes. harder to find in nature.

To grow, plants need soil, water, and light. Vegetation around the world
is very different, depending on the climate and the type of the soil.

Near the poles, it is very cold all year round and the
subsoil is permanently frozen. Only a few types of
bushes, mosses, and lichens grow there.

THE LADY’S SLIPPER
ORCHID, AN ENDANGERED
SPECIES.
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In Asia and South
America, tropical
forests are disappear-
ing at an alarming
rate. Farmers often

The kinds of plants that
- grow in areas that are far
«  from the sea (taiga,

- el
meadows, deuduo'us chop down and burn r . 9
In desert In tropical zones forests, etc.) are different ‘ Near the equator, it is hot trees to make room : h - —
ez, el on both sides of’the /¥ igeln| thgse that grow in all year round and it rains for livestock or ' i " - ‘
don’t have equator (savanna, 0 ;‘lofuntaln alreaf (beth and a lot. This is where the . soybean and palm-oil ./ W ) —
enough steppes, etc.), plants r forests, low-growing : most abundant and varied crops. Trees are cut { ’ h,k"'"! i ! I V‘,
R 56 are subiected to plants), coastal areas vegetation is found, often down to clear space - A ny ’ L/
they struggle alternating dry and (heaths, deciduous forests), in dense forests. for roads and new » TS — N >
to grow. wet seasons. and the Mediterranean buildings. Forests are ' f* i ; “ (
(pine forests, scrubland). also destroyed for NN & A 2
their wood so we \ 4 ., 4
can make furniture, | ‘ x ‘

paper, firewood, and

build homes. This is "'" J I"
called deforestation. - ‘
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Plants play a very
important role

on Earth. They
enrich the soil and
feed the millions
of animals that eat
them to survive.
By absorbing carbon
dioxide (CO,) from
the atmosphere,
they also allow us
to breathe!
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