
MASTERS To illustrate the theory about how the indigenous people of Easter Island 
many centuries ago moved the gigantic moai statues 11 miles without the 
help of animal labor, Fernando G. Baptista went to Hawaii and participated 
in an experiment, the results of which are shown in this graphic.
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an editing room that traditionally worked unhurriedly, 
with practically unlimited resources. “Now we want to 
be more agile, focus on new content areas and, above 
all, pay attention to the way things look on mobile 
phones. The print edition still rules, but I do not think 
that will last much longer,” he ventures.

The genius from Bilbao has managed to create an 
opening in the digital ecosystem, one which has led 

to several interesting multi-platform projects in recent 
months—one on the origins of London; another  
on the Vikings. Baptista and his team at National  
Geographic have managed to endow their animations 
with the same unmistakable quality as their print 
graphics. Just as in his childhood dreams, Baptista 
gets to weave together a cinematographic language 
and animated graphics in his work. 

“Simplicity is the key.  
It is essential that a graphic  

can be understood very quickly.  
If not, I consider the  

graphic a failure.”
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