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Way back in the nineteenth century,
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there was a forerunner of the computer. sot0 7
The designer was a British mathematician The \mc\'\ed '
named Charles Babbage, and he set out to wer® P oxy b

build the first programmed calculating it 08 %

machine. In the 1830s, he designed the dem o e

Analytical Engine, which was supposed Pme S SeSS——

to have been several meters long and
high, and would have consisted of tens
of thousands of cogwheels, disks, and
screws. Babbage had planned to make
a steam engine to drive the wheels and
gears. Like modern computers, this
machine would have stored numerical
values and a unit for data processing,
and would have made it possible to
solve complex mathematical equations.
The first program for the machine
was written by the English noblewoman
Ada Lovelace. She was a mathematical
genius and understood the enormous
potential of the analytical machine.
She produced a series of punched cards
with which the machine would be
programmed. This makes her the first
computer programmer in the history
of the world.
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